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A long time ago, there was a poet who wandered from city to city, singing poems wherever he went. He had scars and wrinkles on his face, and his ugliness made him unwanted in many places. Since his poems were about poor people and their struggles, he'd go to poor areas to recite his poems. However, no one wanted to hear what they already knew. 
Then, someone suggested that the poet go to the palace where a princess who had been blind since birth lived. She loved hearing poems and had many poets at her service. Excited, the poet headed for the palace.
When he arrived, the guards wouldn't let him in. "All the poets in the palace have smooth, smiling faces," they said, refusing to believe he was a poet. "No man can be a poet if he has not toiled and suffered," the poet replied. The blind princess who was nearby heard the poet's voice and profound words and commanded the guards to let him in. She took his hand and led him to the dining hall, where the queen, king, and other poets were gathered. " At last I have found a real poet," she announced.
In the dining hall, the princess declared that all of the other poets at court may be dismissed now that she has found a real poet. The queen stepped in and told the poets to stay, for they were also the princess's suitors. During lunch, the poet recited a poem about poverty. Fierce and passionate, it was unlike anything they had ever heard.
Still, everyone thought the poet was not suitable for the princess—he was too ugly. The poet agreed. "If I could only see," the princess cried, "I would prove to you that I do not think you ugly." The poet told the princess he'd always love her and left.
One day, the poet discovered that blindness could be cured by a kiss on the eyelids from one's true love. Therefore, he hurried back to the palace, where he found the princess asleep in the garden. He kissed her eyelids and quickly left. The princess regained her vision when she awoke but couldn't see any beauty in her suitors or her rich surroundings. Then, the princess came upon the ugly poet standing next to a tree. Taking his face in her hands, she finally saw true beauty.




2. The Sword in the Stone
Once upon a time, England was ruled by a great king named Uther. Many years into his reign," Uther became very ill. It was at this time that his wife, the queen, realized that she was pregnant. Although the king was delighted to hear this, he feared for the baby's safety. He knew that if he died, the young child's rule would be threatened by others who wanted the throne for themselves.
It wasn't long before the king passed away, and shortly after, the baby was born—a boy named Arthur. His birth was kept a secret. A powerful wizard named Merlin came to the queen and offered to take the baby to another home so he would be safe. Although it brought her much grief to let her son go, the queen agreed. Merlin took Arthur to Sir Ector, who raised him as his son along with his older son, Kay.
During this time, a stone with a sword struck through it suddenly appeared outside of a church. There was a message carved into the stone which said that only the true king could remove the sword. The greatest knights in England tried to take it from the stone, but none of them succeeded.
After 16 years of conflict, it was decided that a tournament would be held to determine the next king. Knights came from all across the country to fight for the crown. Sir Ector also joined the fight and took his sons with him. After they arrived, Kay decided that he wanted to fight as well, but he didn't have a sword. Ever loyal, Arthur proposed to go and find a sword for him.
When Arthur returned with a sword, all the knights immediately recognized it as the sword from the stone. They demanded to see Arthur replace the sword to prove that it was he who had removed it. Arthur placed the sword back into the stone, and once again, he removed it. Shocked, the knights all kneeled to their new king. An old man with a long, white beard approached Arthur—it was Merlin. He explained to Arthur that he was the son of Uther and the rightful heir to the throne. Arthur accepted his role as king and promised to be a great ruler.
Arthur kept his word and followed in his father's footsteps. Arthur and his men-the Knights of the Round Table-brought to England a new period of peace and prosperity that lasted for centuries.
